
 Intent 

At Withernsea Primary School, our Design and Technology (D&T) curriculum 
aims to inspire and empower all children with the skills, knowledge, and 
understanding needed to engage in practical, creative activities. We focus 
on developing critical thinking, problem-solving, and an appreciation for 
the design process, enabling learners to tackle real-world challenges. By 
encouraging children to generate ideas and express themselves through 
innovative design, we nurture creativity and resilience. Through structured 
progression in textiles, food, and construction, we build essential technical 
skills. Additionally, we instil an understanding of sustainability, fostering 
responsibility towards the environment and society.  

Implementation 

Our bespoke Design and Technology (D&T) curriculum combines a structured 
framework with engaging, creative projects, fully aligned with the National 
Curriculum. It features a sequential approach, enabling children to tackle 
increasingly complex challenges while progressively refining their skills. 
Practical sessions are at the heart of our teaching, offering hands-on 
learning opportunities that foster creativity and problem-solving. With 
access to a well-resourced environment, children are encouraged to 
experiment, prototype, and evaluate their designs using a variety of 
materials and tools, ensuring a rich and dynamic learning experience.  

Impact 

The impact of our D&T curriculum is reflected in the confident and capable 
designers our students become. Rigorous assessments and regular 
monitoring show that most pupils make substantial progress in their 
technical skills and application of design principles, with many exceeding 
age-related expectations. Pupil feedback highlights strong enthusiasm and 
motivation for D&T lessons, where creating tangible products boosts their 
self-esteem and confidence. Our emphasis on ethical and sustainable 
design fosters thoughtful engagement, with students demonstrating an 
increasing awareness of how their design choices impact the environment. 
This prepares them to be responsible, innovative problem-solvers for the 
future.  

Design & Technology 



Our Designers 

At Withernsea Primary School, 

we believe every child is a 

potential designer with unique 

ideas and perspectives that 

enrich the world of D&T. We 

provide opportunities for 

children to make thoughtful 

choices in their design processes, 

selecting materials and methods 

that reflect their creativity and 

interests. Collaboration is 

central to our approach, as we 

encourage pupils to share and 

refine their ideas with peers, 

fostering teamwork and 

embracing constructive feedback 

to enhance their designs.  

At Withernsea Primary School, the children say… “We have 

really enjoyed being able to create our own designs and love 

the lessons where we get to make things and test out our 

ideas. DT is so fun because we get to do a different thing each 

time like cooking, sewing or building!”  

The Sequence  

Our DT curriculum offers a 

comprehensive learning 

experience, focusing on 

construction, textiles, and 

cooking. Each year, sequences of 

learning build logically, enabling 

children to develop confidence 

and competence in these key 

areas. This structured approach 

provides a broad range of 

practical experiences, equipping 

pupils with essential skills for 

real-world application. Alongside 

skill development, children are 

encouraged to explore and 

cultivate a passion for specific 

strands of D&T, fostering deeper 

engagement and enthusiasm.  

The Learning 

Our DT curriculum prioritises 

active learning, enabling pupils 

to master both theoretical 

concepts and practical skills. 

Differentiated tasks cater to 

diverse abilities and interests, 

ensuring all children can 

participate, succeed, and feel 

included. Reflective practices are 

integral, encouraging pupils to 

evaluate their designs and 

outcomes. This process helps 

them learn from both 

achievements and challenges, 

fostering resilience and growth 

within a supportive and secure 

environment.  

The Teaching  

Our DT curriculum is delivered 

through interactive classroom 

environments where pupils are 

encouraged to ask questions, 

share ideas, and provide peer 

feedback, fostering a culture of 

curiosity and collaboration. 

Teaching is focused on modelling 

techniques and processes, with 

clear demonstrations to help 

pupils visualise and understand 

concepts before applying them 

independently. Topics are 

carefully selected to ensure 

relevance and practical real-

world applications, enhancing 

engagement and purpose. 


